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ITC New Zealand Project
• Cohort recruited from national health survey (NZHS)
• CATI survey, Wave 1 Sept 2016 – April 2017
 Follow-up 2018

• 881 smokers & 274 recent quitters
Māori : 320 smokers, 66 recent quitters
 Pacific : 55 smokers, 12 recent quitters

• Response – 41.5% of all contacted eligible subjects 
from NZHS, 27.6% among all eligible subjects

• Analysis accounts for over-sampling of some 
participant groups in the NZHS/ITC sampling stages
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Support (%) for tobacco tax 
increases
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Support (%) for smokefree cars 
carrying children legislation
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Support for mandated VLNCs 
and interest in trying VLNCs
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• 47% ‘Yes’ for ‘in any shops that want so sell these products’
• 86% ‘Yes’ for specialist vaping and e-cigarette shops

In which …[places] ...do you think nicotine-
containing e-cigarettes and e-liquids should be 

available in New Zealand?
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Level of Support for 3 proposed e-cigarette 
policies: NZ ITC survey 2016-17
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Discussion
• Support/oppose data only for smokers and recent 

quitters
• Limitation = low response rate, possible selection 

bias
• Note limited public discussion/debate of many of 

these measures, particularly radical ASAP measures 
and e-cigarette policies

http://www.itcproject.org/


Summary
• Very strong support for mandated reductions in nicotine 

content of cigarettes, increasing legal age of purchase 
and increases in tax (but only if hypothecated)

• Around 50% support for reducing retail supply (greater 
among Māori) and removing additives

• Overwhelming support for smokefree cars
• Diverse views on e-cigarette policy/regulation



Kia ora
Thank you
richard.edwards@otago.ac.nz
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